[Systemic sclerosis].
Systemic sclerosis (SSc), the focus of this review, is a generalized connective tissue disease that involves sclerotic changes in the skin and sometimes various other organ systems. Clinical outcomes have improved probably due to better management of the complications, but SSc is still considered to be incurable and diffuse cutaneous SSc carries high risk of fatality. Although the pathogenesis of SSc is still unknown, the basic mechanism appears to involve endothelial cell injury, overproduction of extracellular matrix (ECM), and aberrant immune activation. This review discusses recent studies that investigated the cellular and molecular mechanisms in the pathogenesis of SSc.